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COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE IN ENGLISH LESSONS

Abstract
At studying any subject, the effectiveness of mastering the material largely depends on properly

organized independent work. Consolidation and development of the material studied in the classroom must
necessarily be carried out by students independently, taking into account the specifics of a foreign language,
its technical orientation and communicative nature. At properly organized independent work, students have
the opportunity to develop all types of speech activity - reading, speaking, writing and listening, thus
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increasing the level of foreign language communicative competence, which is the ultimate goal of teaching a
foreign language.

The organization and conduct of independent activities in English lessons requires a special
approach. Therefore, the teacher must carefully think over lesson plans, determine the content and place of
independent work, the forms and methods of its organization. Only in this case, the independent activity of
students in the classroom will be conscious. At the same time, the teacher should provide for the level of
complexity and volume of work, difficulties and possible mistakes that students may encounter in the course
of its implementation. At organizing independent work in English classes, it is also necessary to think about
monitoring and providing assistance to students.

Independent work of student is an independent dialing-teaching the student, which scientific-
pedagogical employee plans together with the student, but does her student on the instructions and under the
supervision and control of the scientific and pedagogical worker without his direct participation.

The formation of students' independent activity skills is one of the urgent tasks of modern education,
and instilling students
successful learning.

The independent activity of students is a necessary condition for the development of their cognitive
abilities. The development of students' independence must begin from the very first days of learning, since it
is at the elementary that such personality qualities as independence, responsibility and the ability to self-
control develop.

Keywords: Independent work, activities, homework, language club, foreign language communicative
competence, teaching methodology.

Introduction. Independent work in the study of a foreign language is seen as an active learner's
intellectual activity, during which he/she produces his own style of intellectual activity, develops ways of
thinking, improves the ability to analyze and organize the studied material while reading and writing skills
are formed. The knowledge gained independently by overcoming certain objective difficulties is learned
better than that imparted from a teacher. During the independent work each student is in direct contact with
the material under study, concentrates his/her attention on it, mobilizing all reserves of intellectual,
emotional and volitional nature. This work is individualized. A student uses a source of information
according to his/her own needs and abilities. This greatly increases responsibility and, as a consequence,
his/her progress.

The realities of modern society are such that proficiency in a foreign language, especially English, is
a basic factor in the development of a student as a full-fledged and high-quality specialist. This aspect is very
important for graduates of a technical profile, since today this direction is in demand, developing and tending
to take a leading position at the present stage of development of science and technology.

A high-quality and competitive engineer must be able to conduct a simple conversation with a native
speaker of a foreign language, read, understand and abstract the literature in his specialty, correctly present
his scientific research in English writing.

However, this is not an easy task for both the student and the lead teacher. Note that a foreign
language belongs to a number of subjects of the educational cycle that require constant and systematic study,
as well as such a component as the language environment, which makes it a unique academic link. These
factors largely contribute to its qualitative mastery within the framework of any educational level.

We also note that the process of teaching a foreign language is directly related to the motivational
component, which must exist and develop for both the student and the teacher. We believe that in this case,
special attention should be paid to the independent work of students, its correct organization and planning,
since it is it that can potentially provide both motivation and optimization, and an improved quality of
knowledge of a foreign language in general.

Let us emphasize that a foreign language is a discipline that requires a lot of independent work and
constant language practice. In most cases, our students are deprived of the opportunity to communicate in a
foreign language outside the classroom, so an independent linguistic component must necessarily exist and
be one of the defining aspects[1].

Independent work is a type of learning activity performed by trainees without direct contact with the
teacher or managed by the teacher indirectly through special teaching materials. Independent work can be
carried out both outside the classroom and in the classroom in writing or orally.
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Educational materials for independent work are methodically organized so as to compensate for the
lack of contact with the teacher, i.e. entrust them with the functions of managing independent work. The set
of tasks should provide an opportunity for individual selection and determination of the amount of material
necessary to achieve the educational goal. Tasks intended for this type of educational activity should be
active and creative, stimulate the search for independent solutions. Mastering the techniques of independent
work is a prerequisite for the development of self-education skills.

There are the following types of independent work - laboratory work, independent work in the
classroom, homework, home reading and many other aspects that depend on the specifics of the subject
being studied. Within the framework of a non-linguistic university, it is methodologically correct and
systemically organized independent work that is the key to high-quality study and mastering of foreign
language communicative competence. The range of such work includes several components. Let's consider
them in more detail.

The first is homework. The work is not easy, but possible with its consistency and regularity. The
proposed homework must meet the requirements of the teaching methodology, i.e. be feasible, but with
elements of complexity, logical considering[2]the previous and following material, as well as interesting.
Performing it, the student develops his creative potential, analyzes and synthesizes information, draws
conclusions, builds the foundation for further development. Along with the above, the implementation of
exercises for the transformation and completion of sentences, the selection of the correct lexical unit from the
synonymous row will equally significantly improve the student's vocabulary. The proposed listening and
reading texts should be interesting and informative for the modern student. At a more advanced stage of
training, this must necessarily be materials in the specialty - texts, dialogues, quizzes, crosswords, riddles, as
well as linguistic and cultural works that contribute to a fuller understanding and respect of foreign culture,
comprehension and awareness of their own cultural and historical heritage. For more advanced students,
homework should be planned individually according to their potential. This is done to maintain their
motivation to further study a foreign language, since with simple homework, the process will become
uninteresting for them and this will gradually lead to a deterioration in their knowledge. Thus, setting
homework in the classroom, we determine its perspective at home, designate the degree of its fulfillment and
correctness, we can see both the short-term and long-term results of our work. Monitoring the performance
of homework by students is also mandatory, encouragement and censure contribute to the further
development of the level of student competence and are important aspects of the educational process[3].

Secondly, this is home reading, which is an important segment in learning a foreign language.
Students receive a certain number of texts for independent reading. We believe that these texts should be
directly technical content, thereby realizing in practice and the profile component. These can be textbooks in
the language, a set of lectures on a particular discipline being studied, specialized elective courses, or rather,
their printouts, research by young scientists abroad, technical advances set out in English. This information is
provided in hard copy and can be adapted according to the level of the student. The task of students in
performing this kind of activity is the development of new vocabulary, grammar, their consolidation, and the
development of reading skills. This component will significantly help students develop foreign language
communicative competence and expand their knowledge in the field of their specialty.

Thirdly, this is extracurricular activity, which is a special component of the independent work of
students in the study of a foreign language. It is aimed at improving the foreign language communicative
competence of students of non-linguistic universities, involves attending additional language courses, circles,
as well as clubs of foreign language lovers. In this regard, we are talking about collective independent work.

To eliminate educational students in the field of a foreign language, the departments organize
additional courses that help fill the necessary gaps in an easy, accessible form, improve existing language
knowledge, skills and abilities, and also relieve some psychological tension associated with insufficient
knowledge of a foreign language[4]. These courses can contribute to the formation and development of
motivation for learning English, which will have a positive effect on the progress of students, their desire to
further study the aspect that was once unattainable for them.

Additional courses in English are exactly what organizes the student's independent work, helps him
to catch up on lost material, contributes to the student's compliance with university language requirements
and successful certification, both in the form of a test and a foreign language exam. Speaking about business
communication in a foreign language, which is carried out outside the university classroom, we note that it is
important as a language practice in a professional sense. This can be business correspondence about future
research or scientific work, subsequent mutually beneficial cooperation with foreign scientists or firms[5]. It
can also be a discussion of the details of a patent or invention and the possible implementation of the project
through joint actions with western companies. This segment also involves the preparation of a variety of
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resumes in a foreign language independently in case of possible foreign cooperation. Note that
communication can be not only within the framework of professional interests and possible career growth,
but also have a personal character. With the presence of various social networks around the world, students
can find a large number of foreign friends, out-of-class communication with whom in the language will
contribute to its improvement[7].

So, in my classroom students have done a great deal of projects from mini  to big projects which
were presented me as a independent work. As cross cultural mini- -sultan

projects involved:
Collecting information, drawing pictures, maps, diagrams, and charts, cutting out pictures, arranging

texts and visuals, coloring ,presenting information in poster format, preparing Power Point presentations,
giving presentations.

In these projects students had the opportunity to use the knowledge they had gained about other
subjects in the English class.

Conclusion. Thus, the project method is very effective at the stages of generalization, consolidation
and refinement of the material, this is especially important when implementing the acquired knowledge in
practice. I mean students' independent work. The most attractive point is the impact of the method on student
motivation, since the project method allows the teacher to turn an English lesson into a creative research
laboratory, where each student is involved in an active creative cognitive process. Students master the skills
of speaking and writing, broaden their horizons, develop communication skills, the ability to discuss in
English. Each student learns to express their thoughts and defend their point of view, arguing for it.

All of the above aspects of independent work are aimed at improving the foreign language
communicative competence of students of non-linguistic universities. We believe that this activity can be
supplemented and expanded depending on the established goals and objectives, as well as the level and
motivation of the students. It should be noted that in order to achieve effective results, independent work
must be defined and designed by the teacher and consciously carried out by students.
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